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RESPONSE TO ACCOMPANY AN RCE 

Dear Sir: 

This Response accompanies a RCE for the above-captioned U.S. patent application. The 
reply is responsive to the Official Action dated December 3, 2002 (Paper No. 8). This response is 
being submitted within the 3 -month extended response period. A request for a 3 -month 
extension of time is enclosed with this reply. 

Claims 1,3-13, 28-36, 38-47, 62 and 63 are pending in the Application at the time of this 
official action. 

Applicants point out that the Examiner has provided a new basis for rejection under 35 § 
102(b) and new references against claims 1, 28-35, 36 and 62-63. Applicants respectfully 
suggest that a final rejection is, therefore, inappropriate. Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner withdraw his final rejection. 

Applicants traverse the rejections presented by the Examiner and present the following 
arguments and amendments. 


